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As an example, some details on one of the 
groups, is as follows: 

South Hobart Sustainable Community 
(http://www.southhobart.org/) 
Who are we? 
We are residents of South Hobart. 
We recognize that transitioning to a sus-
tainable way of life is one of the key chal-
lenges of the 21st century. 
We want to work together and share what 
we learn along the way. 
We feel that the most effective change at 
the moment can happen at the community 
level, and that the future will bring greater 
reliance on local resources and local peo-
ple.  
We remain optimistic and aim for a fun, 
friendly and fulfilling place to live. 
                                             Continued page 2.. 

There are several groups that have 
formed around the Hobart area in re-
cent times to focus on community build-
ing, climate change and sustainability 
within local areas. The main ones are: 

· West Hobart – A recently convened 
group looking at climate change.   

· Cygnet – Community group looking at 
ways to cultivate a sustainable commu-
nity.  

· South Channel - Aiming to increase ac-
cessibility, ease and enjoyment of sus-
tainable living and community.  

· Waterworks Road – The core objectives 
of this group are reducing carbon foot-
prints and nourishing community spirit.  

South Hobart - A recently convened 
group focussing on sustainable living 
and community building.  

Local Community Action Groups 
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JOIN A VIGIL FOR CLIMATE CHANGE 
Over the next two weeks, our leaders will negotiate the most important agree-
ment of our time –- one that must stop a climate catastrophe.. Leaders are still 
desperately far from a real deal. For them to come together, the people need to 
first, like never before.  
That’s why the weekend of Saturday December 12 will be one of the largest 
global climate actions in history. Thousands of towns and cities will light up 
with climate vigils with one united message -- The World Wants a Real Deal!  
In just a few days we have created over 1450 vigils in 110 countries! Click be-
low to find if there’s a event near you, or why not host one -- they're dead easy 
to organise:  
http://www.avaaz.org/map 

The events are simple, important, and en-
joyable -- just show up and light a can-
dle. We will read short messages about 
why a real climate deal is so important, 
then take photos that will be immedi-
ately delivered to global media and 
world leaders. And don't forget to bring 
friends and family along!  
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Our adventures in Western 
Australia—Carol Donaghy 
 
In early July 2009 Richard and I took off 
for 4 months in our ute, with our camper 
securely fastened to the flat tray, to head 
towards West Australia – the one state that 
we have not put foot in until then .The aim 
of this adventure was to study some west-
ern robins for an extended period but also 
to enjoy the natural areas, the wildlife and 
especially the spring flowers of WA. It 
proved to be a very inspiring trip meeting 
new people, places, flora and wildlife. 
We were pleased to have our little camper 
with 2 solar panels that we put out when 
we stayed for more than 2 days at any one 
place.  As we travelled the 2 large 6 volt 
batteries were recharged from the vehicle 
and this ran our fridge which has a little 
freezer compartment, lighting and inciden-
tal electric appliances. We cooked with 
gas from a 9 litre gas bottle. We also car-
ried a spade. With this set up we could 
stay where we chose and feel that we were 
treading lightly on the planet at least when 
we were stationary. 
 
We first headed over the Nullarbor  which 
was surprisingly green and then to the 
Goldfields region before heading inland to 
the Pilbara, Ningaloo Reef and Shark Bay 
and then south to Perth. 
 

 
In Perth we stayed with a former 
NWEC member Glenys Davies which 
was wonderful. Glenys was keen to 
show us her local environment 
group’s operation and meet the peo-
ple there. Through this we got other 
contacts and people to meet which 
proved inspirational. One of the in-
spiring people we met was Ian Coni-
chie 84 years old now. Ian and his 
wife Enid who passed away 3 years 
ago were instrumental in setting up 
one of the first intentional communi-
ties in Australia. This was in Den-
mark –a little seaside village not that 
far from Albany. Ian and Enid came 
to Denmark as teachers 35 years ago 
and bought 100 acres. In the early 
days they overcame difficulties in 
getting their community house built. 
It is a community that has lasted and 
will continue to as it allows people to 
move on and new people to come 
along.  
 
The land belongs to the Community 
Coop, whereas the 12 landowners 
own their separate homes .Ian and 
Enid became valued members of the 
Denmark community and Enid re-
ceived a community award from the 
council. These arrangements with 
land must be the way of the future. 
 

From Perth we headed south east to Dry-
andra Woodland to spend time with 
western yellow robins. Here we caught 
and colour-banded robins and collected 
data on the roles of adult birds and their 
helpers in rearing the young. Hides were 
set up at several nests and we watched 
nests for more than 100 hours. The robin 
work proved to be a fantastic sojourn. 
Not only did we spend a whole month in 
a wonderful area which we got to know 
very well we could also spend whole 
days just walking. This was good for the 
spirit, the finances and also for the 
planet. 

Trips away from home are always posi-
tive as we always return with having 
learnt some different approaches to liv-
ing in this changing environment �G



MARK YOUR DIARIES! 
“POGC” FESTIVAL— ”BACK TO THE FUTURE” 

27th and 28th March 2010 
 

There will be garden tour on the 27th, with the festival happening on the 28th at the Penguin Or-
ganic Growing Centre. The festival will include plenty of great activities for both adults and espe-
cially for children, lots of stalls and demonstrations for sustainable living. 
Also watch out for further information about the Community Gardens conference which will 
work in with the festival. 
For further information, contact Prue Holling on 64253871. 
 
DON’T FORGET IT”S NOT TOO LATE TO TELL US YOUR SUGGESTION FOR THE NEW 
NAME FOR THE PENGUIN ORGANIC GROWING CENTRE!! 
 

WISEN GARDENING WORKSHOP  
A WARM AND WONDERFUL DAY!  

 
Vegetable and herb gardening was the topic for the latest WISEN workshop, held in November.  A group of la-
dies, gentlemen, and children enjoyed and were awed by the knowledge 
given by Mrs Bev Ryan, who has been successfully growing food for 
more years than most people. Bev also saves most of her own seed. She 
spoke of her ideas and methods gained through many years of experience 
using organic principles. Her method includes planting by the moon’s 
phases. Many questions were asked and discussed and then demonstrated 
in the Oakleigh House garden, preparing the soil and then sowing a vari-
ety of vegetables seeds.  

 
After lunch, as the day grew hotter, 
everyone helped to build a no-dig 
garden (in slight shade, on a patch where Liz from Oakleigh House had re-
moved the rope twitch!).  In this were planted some Brassica types, lettuce and 
herbs. It was lovely to see the children busy in the garden planting and un-
planting the seedlings, and helping soak the newspaper in the baby bath. It was 
such a hot day that everyone enjoyed the splashing and the hole in the hose! 
 
This workshop is only one in a series, so look out for notices on the next ones 

as we go into the new year. 
NB Baby bath tubs are good for soaking newspapers in for no-dig garden beds!�G
�G

From page 1.. 
 
How will we achieve our aims? 
 

·      Embrace appropriate technology to communicate, power our homes, live well and grow our 
food.  

·      Treat South Hobart as an experimental model of sustainability.  
·      Excite friends and family to roll up their sleeves and help out.  
·      Reconnect with each other to strengthen South Hobart community spirit.  
·      Learn from community groups with similar aims. 

So Local Community Action groups can achieve a number of aims, without waiting for government to 
take action on climate change and other problems in our communities. It must be about time for a group 
to start in the North-West! (there is one group based in Sheffield - Kentish Energy Efficiency Network 
Embracing Renewables -KEENER)-who are a focus group of concerned community members wanting a 
sustainable future for the Kentish municipality—if you know of any others, please let us know!).  

2 � + � � � �
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Membership Details:  

First Name:  …….…………….……..
…….... 

Surname:…………..
………………………… 

Address:
………………………………………………
…………………………………………
P’code: …............... 

Date:  ….. / ….. / … 

Email:………………………………………... 
 

Membership Type (please circle): 

Individual:         Waged  $10   

Unwaged $5 

Family:             Waged  $15   

Unwaged $10 

Other:               POA 

 

[   ]           I/we prefer member communi-
cations printed and posted at 
$5/year. 

[   ]        I/we also wish to donate: $.......... 

[   ]           I enclose a cheque/money order 
for membership fee, donation (if 
applies) & service fee (if ap-
plies), payable to:   

North-West Environment Centre  

PO Box 999, Burnie Tasmania 7320 

 
Please note: 
For schools, business, community organi-
sations please provide a contact person. 
If you require a tax invoice, or wish to pay 
by electronic funds transfer please contact 
Carol Donaghey on 03 6445 1025 or email 
ricardo@bordernet.com.au 
Most member communications are sent by 
email. If you do not have an email ad-
dress, posted communications are avail-
able for a small service fee of $5/year. 
The NWEC Executive Committee re-
serves the right to refuse membership. 
 
Membership is renewed annually 

from 1 January. 
 

Those joining between October and De-
cember receive the following years mem-
bership inclusive 15 months membership. 

 
Contact Us:    
 
Email:   dave_hendo99@hotmail.com 
Post:     PO Box 999 
             Burnie TAS 7320 
Web:     www.nwec.org.au 
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From little things, big 
things grow - Grants now 
open!��
The new Earn Your Stars micro-grants 
program is offering grants of up to 
$3,000 each to help communities find 
and implement local solutions to the 
challenges of climate change. Applica-
tions will be accepted on a case-by-case 
basis from 15 November 2009. Commu-
nity garden projects are eligible.  
http://www.climatechange.tas.gov.au/
grants/earn_your_stars_micro-grants 
Round two of the ClimateConnect grant 
program is also now open with grants of 
up to $30,000 available for groups work-
ing to  reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and conserve energy.  
Applications close 5pm, Friday 29 Janu-
ary 2010. Contact the Tasmanian Climate 
Change Office for more information on 
(03) 6232 7453 
http://www.climatechange.tas.gov.au/
grants/climateconnect_grants 
 
The Revive and Thrive Challenge 
is open to not-for-profit community 
groups in towns with less than 10,000 
residents. 
Tell us in 500 words or less what makes 
your community special, what your plan 
is and what impact it might have, and 
you could be in the running for a $10,000 
state prize, plus an additional $40,000 
prize for the national winner. Entries 
must be made on behalf of a not-for-
profit community group for towns with a 
population of under 10,000 people.  
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/features/
reviveandthrive/ 
For inquiries, contact ABC Rural on (03) 
9626 1894. 
 
MAKE IT TO MARKET 
5th DECEMBER Farmers Market 
Christmas Fare– Burnie Farmers Market 
Cooking demonstration with local food 
and preserving techniques such as bot-
tling, juicing and drying. 
12th DECEMBER Farmers Market 
Christmas Fare– Wynyard Farmers Mar-
ket, as for Burnie Farmers Market. 
Contact for information and booking; Di 
Hollister 0418 538972 or 
di.hollister@bigpond.com�G


