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Our 2008 Executive Committee Members 

President David Henderson 
Vice President Niko Campbell-Ellis 
Treasurer Carol Donaghey 
Secretary Netty Schrammeyer 
Publicity Officer Chris Lencz followed by Robin 

Krabbe 
Public Officer Andrew Jordan 
 
Our Staff 

Coordinator Matthew Campbell-Ellis  
Admin Assistant Chris Lencz  
 
Our Project Managers 

Shelterbelts Carol Donaghey (Accounts and 
finances) 

Shelterbelts Graeme Stevenson 
(Demonstration sites)  

Shelterbelts Robin Krabbe (Booklet 
production)  

Burnie CSA Robin Krabbe 
WISEN  Netty Schrammeyer 
 
Other Employed Contributors 

Shelterbelts Richard Donaghey 
Shelterbelts Jim McLeod 
WISEN  Michelle Towle 
WISEN  Margaret Steadman 
 
Our Essential Volunteers 

Throughout 2008, many people have assisted in 
projects run by the NWEC. The number of 
volunteers has been extensive with some volunteers 
hailing from as far away as England. Of particular 
note are the efforts of Michelle Towle, Richard 
Donaghey, Jann Williams, Anna Renkin, Mark 
Smith, Peter Stronach, Jim McLeod, Heidi Willard, 
all of the volunteers at the Burnie Farmers Market, 
and our valued volunteer Committee members.    
 
President’s Report 

 It has been a busy and 
successful year for the 
NWEC with numerous 
interesting projects, the 
development of a strategic 
learning framework to 
help guide our activities 

and the strengthening of partnerships with other 
NGOs, funding bodies, local Councils and the 
University. While there isn’t time or space to detail 

all activities of the members, I have been 
particularly impressed with the WISEN project that 
has helped connect women in rural communities 
with each other and external networks of 
information and advice regarding a range of 
sustainability issues. This is a great initiative and I 
am happy to say the management committee and 
members have been keen to further support this 
project with money raised through their efforts. 
Well-done Netty!   
 
The publication of a booklet and guide to the 
planting of native shelterbelts as well as tireless 
efforts by a number of the members in planting six 
demonstration shelterbelts has been another great 
achievement this year. We are starting to provide a 
range of interesting information on the biodiversity 
and ecosystem service benefits to agriculture 
through both these publications and the birds on 
farms book.  Agriculture is one of our major 
industries and farmers are the custodians of a 
significant portion of the NW of Tasmania. Any 
efforts at assisting farmers to manage their farms in 
a way that enhances and benefits environmental 
outcomes, food ethics and food health will pay 
dividends to our community and our environment. 
Thank you very much Graeme, Robin, Carol, 
Richard, Matty, Guy, members of the Steering 
Committee and everyone else who helped with this 
project. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to 
gratefully thank my fellow Committee members 
and our committed staff for all of their efforts over 
the past year. In particular, Matty Campbell-Ellis 
and Chris Lencz have both been very busy this year 
supporting the members and the management 
committee, writing applications, newsletters and 
publications, engaging with other groups and 
generally being excellent representatives of our 
organisation.    
 
This year has not been without challenges.  This 
will be the final year of our Living Environment 
Program grant and we have been working to 
structure the organisation to cope with the resulting 
loss of support for our staff positions. This will be a 
significant loss. The coordinator, and later, admin 
position, has been very successful in providing the 
administrative and strategic ‘grunt’ over the last 
few years. That said, I don’t think that the NWEC 
will come to a grinding halt without this support. 
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The coordinator position has done a lot of work 
creating strategic plans and systems leaving us with 
a strong basis to continue undertaking interesting 
and worthwhile activities.   
 
The NWEC has always aimed to provide interested 
people with a vehicle to undertake environmental 
and social justice activities. We will continue to 
provide this opportunity to the members and the 
community of NW Tasmania.  
 
Next year is going to be challenging, but 
interesting. We have been very successful in 
previous years in winning grants to undertake 
projects and next year will be no different. 
Amongst our recent grant successes, we have won a 
Coastcare Caring for Our Country grant from the 
Australian Government to map and eradicate 
invasive weeds threatening the conservation values 
of the Hunter Group of Islands. I think that our 
prospect for winning more funding to continue this 
work is strong.   
 
Nationally, there seems to be new opportunities and 
support for climate change and sustainability 
actions. I also see a number of interested members 
pursuing other project ideas as well as volunteer 
initiatives that will help the NWEC to continue to 
meet our objective  
 
“to inspire a new perspective on our relationship 
with the environment and each other so that we 
may all act to create a socially harmonious and 
ecologically sustainable future.” 
 
So please have a merry festive season, have fun in 
the sun as they say and have a good break after a 
busy year.  Most of all please come back next year 
refreshed and keen to get involved and to pursue 
your passions.   
 
Kind regards 
David Henderson  
President  
 
Funded Projects 

Women In Sustainable Environments Network 
funded by Women Tasmania and managed by Netty 
Schrammeyer.  
 

 
Smithton WISEN participants. 

The WISEN project aims to provide and enable 
sustainability choices for women living in our 
region and how being connected with like-minded 
women can empower individuals to live healthier 
and more sustainable lives. There have been forums 
in Smithton and Myalla and more are planned for 
2009. 
 
Australia Post Community Development Grant 
funded by Australia Post and managed by Carol 
Bryant and Matty Campbell-Ellis. This grant, 
secured in 2007, enabled the funding of important 
tools for remote area Sea Spurge control activities 
in Orange-Bellied Parrot feeding areas. The funds 
were used to purchase safety equipment and 
personal protective equipment for volunteers 
working in remote areas. 
 
Productive Farming Landscapes Through Best 
Practice Shelterbelt Design funded by National 
Landcare Program and managed by Carol Bryant 
and Matty Campbell-Ellis with assistance from 
Carol Donaghey, Robin Krabbe, Greame 
Stevenson, Mark Smith, Anna Renkin, Peter 
Stronach, Richard Donaghey, Peter Stronach and 
Jann Williams.  
 

 
Carl Chilcott, farmer and participant in the Native  
Shelterbelts project. 

The Native Shelterbelts project, the brainchild of 
Guy Robertson, established six demonstration sites 
across the Cradle Coast region, produced 2,000 
detailed manuals to the benefits and methods for 
establishing native shelterbelts on farms and 5,000 
basic guides to shelterbelts for our region. In 
addition, field days were held across the coast with 
many farmers participating.   
 
Burnie Community Supported Agriculture  
funded by Burnie City Council and managed by 
Robin Krabbe. The Burnie CSA aims to reconnect 
people with their food and is essentially about 
sustainable relationships between growers and the 
land, and growers and consumers. The CSA aims to 
bring back good food to the table in an affordable 
way that helps support our valued farmers. This 
project is supported by our other efforts to help 
producers farm for the future.  
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Tony Lobb and Paula Willis of Milabeena, organic 
food producers participating in the CSA project. 
Photo: Eliza Wood, ABC Radio. 

Living Environment Program  funded by the 
Tasmanian Government, Department of Premier 
and Cabinet and managed by the NWEC 
Management Committee. This project is drawing to 
its completion and has achieved all of its objectives. 
The funds have resulted in increased on-ground 
projects, the engagement of over 400 members of 
local communities, creation of a strategic plan (the 
Strategic Learning Framework) and the attraction of 
over $150,000 in cash and in kind investments in 
on-ground activities conducted by the NWEC. The 
cessation of this project will result in the loss of the 
Coordinator and Admin Assistant positions at the 
NWEC and a return to more Committee-based 
coordination of activities. 
 
Priority Sea Spurge Eradication in Identified 
Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area Orange-
Bellied Parrot Feeding Grounds initially funded 
by Cradle Coast Weed Management Steering 
Committee and later funded by the NWEC is 
managed by Matty Campbell-Ellis. 
 

 
Lalani Hyatt from P&WS supervises while Matty 
Campbell-Ellis takes soil samples at West Point. 

This project is nearing completion with studies of 
Sea Spurge now extending beyond 12 months at our 
West Point study site and a final report on Sea 
Spurge control and colonising habits currently 
being written. This research project has informed 
the weed control strategies that will be adopted in 
the Hunter Group of islands. The project has 
involved many volunteers and input from the 
Braddon 4WD Club, P&WS, TALSC, CCNRM and 
others. 
 
Hunter Islands Sea Spurge Project funded by the 
Australian Government, Caring for Our Country 

and managed by Matty Campbell-Ellis with 
assistance and support from David Henderson. 
 

 
Rees Campbell, Niko and Huon Campbell-Ellis 
landing on Howie Island in Robbins Passage. 

The Hunter Group Sea Spurge control activities are 
only just beginning with extensive mapping of Sea 
Spurge planned for this summer. During winter and 
next summer community awareness and 
participation in control activities will be initiated in 
the Smithton area. The project aims to begin a 
process for the ongoing control of Sea Spurge in the 
Hunter Group of islands with substantial local 
participation and support. The project will work in 
partnership with local community groups, 
individuals, the Tasmanian Aboriginal Land and 
Sea Council, the Aboriginal Heritage Office and the 
Parks and Wildlife Service as well as local land 
managers and owners.  
 
Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area community 
engagement and management research 
undertaken by David Henderson and Matty 
Campbell-Ellis. This small project aims to research 
the successes and challenges of community 
engagement and community management in the 
APCA. The research is based on individual 
interviews with key stakeholders and participants in 
the APCA’s management. The research report is in 
its final stages of writing and will be released early 
in 2009 to inform future management decisions for 
this important conservation area. 
 
Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area Off-Road 
Vehicle Consultancy Group participation.  
 

 
Members of the Braddon 4WD Club and the NWEC 
discuss Sea Spurge and other APCA management 
issues at Sandy Cape. 

The NWEC continue to partner with, and represent, 
the Tasmanian Conservation Trust on the APCA 
ORVCG. The NWEC have brought to this role a 
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genuine attempt at cooperation and solutions 
generation to the complex and challenging task of 
managing recreational vehicle use within the 
conservation area. 
 
Small Grants for Community Groups funded by 
Cradle Coast NRM provided funds for the 
establishment of the NWEC’s website at 
www.nwec.org.au. Three volunteers were trained in 
basic website design and a new website was 
established. Unfortunately, the NWEC’s website 
hosting provider has not enabled the full use of the 
NWEC’s website and a new hosting provider is 
being employed. 
   
Weeds Control Materials Grant funded by Cradle 
Coast NRM has enabled the purchase of weed 
control materials and safety equipment. These 
materials have been used to control Sea Spurge and 
other coastal weeds throughout the region. 
 
Other Activities 

In addition to the formal projects undertaken by the 
NWEC, we have maintained our dishwashing stall 
at the Burnie Farmer’s Market that proactively 
reduces waste at the market café.  
 
The NWEC has participated in Coastcare 
information sessions in Burnie and Strahan to build 
community-Government relationships and develop 
funding opportunities. 
 

 
CCNRM hosted Coastcare information day 
participants at Ocean Beach, Strahan. 

The NWEC has hosted guest speakers at the old 
NWEC office on Cattley Street. Recent speakers 
have included Nick Towle, our climate change 
group coordinator, and Mike Peterson from 
Forestry Tasmania who presented the proposed 
Tarkine loop road concept. 
 

 
Dr Nick Towle presenting climate change information 
at the old NWEC office in Burnie in November 2008. 

Chris, Netty and Matty have also been meeting with 
Margaret Steadman from Sustainable Living 
Tasmania and Howard Nichol from the Launceston 
Environment Centre to build better working 
relations between the three organisations. 
 
Projects Being Developed 

Recently Andrew Jordan put together a grant 
application to undertake social research in Smithton 
to identify community supported usage of a now 
empty aged-care facility. Andrew hopes to provide 
local residents with the opportunity to create a 
sense of ownership of the site and to realise the best 
possible community supported use of this valuable 
resource. 
 
The NWEC’s interest in developing our sustainable 
communities in sustainable agriculture activities 
continues with scope to develop community 
gardens in the Northwest that provide 
demonstration plots and hands-on opportunities to 
grow healthy organic food. 
 

 
Organic gardens at Tony Lobb and Paula Willis’ 
Milabeena property. Photo: Eliza Wood, ABC Radio. 

The Hunter Group of islands work will hopefully be 
built on in the coming year as will our WISEN and 
CSA projects. 
 
The NWEC are also investigating opportunities to 
support the Institute for Regional Development at 
the University of Tasmania to develop its 
Greenways project. This project provides transport 
alternatives for the coast and will significantly 
contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and oil consumption. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

The annual financial report is presented on the 
following pages. Please note that since the end of 
the financial year our Cash at Bank – CMT has 
been reduced by $10,588 as the shelterbelt grant 
has now been expended and fully audited. This has 
occurred since the annual audit period. It has been a 
healthy financial year for the NWEC and we are 
well placed to tackle 2009 with increased 
enthusiasm that helps create a more sustainable and 
enjoyable region to live in. 
 
Carol Donaghey, Treasurer.
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Our Supporters Acknowledged 

We thank the following organisations and groups for their support and involvement in 2008: 
 
Aboriginal Heritage Office 
Agricultural Resource Management 
Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area Management Committee 
Arthur-Pieman Conservation Area Off-Road Vehicle Consultancy Group 
Australia Post 
Australian Government Envirofund  
Australian Government’s National Landcare Program 
Australian Government’s Caring for Our Country Program 
Braddon 4WD Club 
Burnie Adult Education 
Burnie City Council 
Burnie Farmer’s Market Organising Committee 
Central Coast Council 
Circular Head Council 
Circular Head Rural Health Centre 
Coastcare 
Cradle Coast Authority 
Cradle Coast NRM 
Cradle Coast NRM Committee 
Cradle Coast Weed Management Steering Committee 
DairyTas 
Department of Premier and Cabinet 
Department of Primary Industries and Water 
Devonport City Council 
Forestry Tasmania 
Friends of the OBP 
Greening Australia (Tasmania) 
Institute for Regional Development, UTAS 
Kentish Council 
King Island NRM 
Landcare Australia 
Landscape and Social Research 
Latrobe Council 
Launceston Environment Centre 
Natural Heritage Trust 
Oldina Nursery 
Oxfam Australia 
Parks and Wildlife Service 
Riawanna 
Somerset Primary School 
Student Representative Council, University of Tasmania Cradle Coast Campus 
Sustainable Living Tasmania 
Tarkine National Coalition 
Tasmania University Union 
Tasmanian Aboriginal Land and Sea Council 
Tasmanian Conservation Trust 
Tasmanian Institute of Agricultural Research 
Tasmanian Landcare Association 
Tasmanian Threatened Species Unit 
The Aboriginal Heritage Unit 
The Tasmanian Government Living Environment Program 
University of Tasmania 
University of Tasmania Institute for Regional Development 
Waratah Wynyard Council 
West Somerset Primary School 
Women Tasmania 


