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working bee was held last 
Saturday, with a nice number of 
people attending.  The orchards, 
and all the grass at the entrance 
area is nice and short. As well a 
good amount of the Spanish 
Heath on site in the open area 
has been pulled. It was a lovely, 
companionable, and productive 
day. The next working bee will 
be on 5th December, along with 
the NWEC Annual General 
Meeting, and the end of year 
barbeque.  

Help us to rename POGC 
(hopefully it involves a catchy 
acronym as well!), either using 
some of the following terms, or 
come up with your own: 
¨ Sustainable 
¨ Living 
¨ Learning 
¨ Education 
¨ Environment/al 
¨ Change 
¨ Health/y 
¨ Organic 
¨ Lifestyles 
¨ Growing 
etc etc. 
We are fairly certain we want 
Penguin in the name, but other 
suggestions are welcome also 
(eg Cradle Coast, North-West?). 

All reasonable suggestions (eg 
the Penguin Sustainable Living 
and Learning Centre for 
Healthy Lifestyles might be a 
bit long!) will get you a free t-
shirt – hopefully you can come 
to our Xmas BBQ and AGM on 
the 5th of December to receive 
it! In addition, if your entry is 
the final name chosen, you will 
receive a free box of yummy 
fresh vegetables from our 
Community Supported 
Agriculture farmers! Please 
contact Netty n 6442 4563 or 
email Netty (antoinette9@mac.
com) by the 8th of January 2010 
with your suggestion. 
 
To update on the current 
progress of the centre, a good 

The Penguin Organic Growing Centre (POGC)  

� � � � � � � � � � � �

� � � 	 � 
 �

��
���� ��

�������
���

������

���������

��

������
��
���

������� �

��
��������������

!�

�
�������"�

#�#$�������

�����
���

%�

����� ����	�

���
� & ' �  ( � ) � � * * + �

�
�

��������,
��
�����
��
 �����-� �

�
����
�� .*�
#�
��/�#$���0��1�
�**+�
�
�����
�� �*2�
����/��33��)�
�1�
4��-,�� ��
�
������������	
����
���
�����������
�����
�����	�����
�������������� �
��
����������
�

�

����������	��
���
���
�
��
���������
�	
����������
 ��
�
�
�������
�
�	���
	����
�
�����
�	
��
�
�	��	���	�
�
����
	

�	�����	�����	���������	���
�� �����	�������
	��	��
���
��
 ��

WOMEN IN SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENTS NETWORK (WISEN)  
WORKSHOPS 
 
MARK YOUR DIARY: 
 
November 14th, 10am to 3.30 pm, Vegetable and herb growing workshop for women, 
Oakleigh House, 24 View Road, Burnie, Learn how to establish a no-dig garden from 
scratch, plus other techniques to grow a variety of yummy vegetables and herbs using 
organic principles.  
 
December 4th, Sulphur Creek Hall, Sulphur Creek. Are you interested in more success 
and fulfillment in your life? Are you concerned about your own future, your children’s 
future and the future of North-West Tasmania? Join Jane Lovell (graduate of the 
Australian Rural Readership Program) and the WISEN team for a fun and inspirational 
workshop on a new innovative, enlightening way of thinking about yourself and your 
place in the world, which will not only help with your business success and/or personal 
relationships, you will also contribute to a more sustainable North-West Tasmania. We 
welcome everyone to join us who is interested in making a difference (small or large!) to 
your own life, and the life of others around you. 
To register for one or both workshops, please contact Robin on 6438 1454, 



West Coast WISEN workshop 
 
A WISEN workshop was held in Queenstown at the Mountain Heights school, with seven grade 7 and 8 
students and their teacher. It is the final general workshop of the series. Sadly, the workshop planned the next 
evening for Zeehan was cancelled due to lack of numbers to warrant the cost. 
The day at the interesting and vibrant Mountain Heights school (comprising both primary and secondary 
grades) was good, with a little bit of discussion on sustainable living and what it is. Some of the discussions 
resulted in ooos, ahhhs and giggles, but resulted in food for thought! We shared home made soup, foccacia, 
cake and slice, which was enjoyed by some!  The day ended with a resolution by the girls to see recycling 
into the school. 

As the West Coast Council is introducing recycling to the area in November, the girls were eager for the 
school to be “recycling ready” when it begins.  A strategic plan was put together, with their teacher to support 
them. A fantastic ending to the day! I wish the girls all the success they need to get this happening 
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Community Capacity 
Building Grants  
Program 2009-10 
The Tasmanian Government has 
established the $1 million Community 
Capacity Building Grants Program to 
support projects that progress one or more 
of the strategies in A Social Inclusion 
Strategy for Tasmania. 

The new grant program incorporates the 
programs previously administered by the 
Community Development Division 
through Multicultural Tasmania, the 
Office of Children and Youth Affairs, the 
Seniors Bureau and Women Tasmania. 

The 2009-10 grants will give priority to 
initiatives that will: 

·     promote social inclusion and 
enable connection with the 
community for all community 
members;  

·     address disadvantage to improve 
the lives of community members 
experiencing social exclusion; or  

·     improve Tasmanians’ 
participation in 
the social, 
economic, 
political and 
cultural life of 
their 
community. 

The Tasmanian 

Government recognises and values 
the important role that local 
government, not-for-profit 
community organisations and 
community groups play in delivering 
projects, programs and events that 
support Tasmanian communities. The 
Community Capacity Building Grants 
Program will be available to these 
organisations through three tiers: 

·     Tier one is for grants of up 
to $2,000  

·     Tier two is for grants 
between $2,001 and $20,000  

·     Tier three is for grants over 
$20,000. 

It is anticipated that the available 
funding will be allocated to as many 
organisations as possible. 

Applications will close at 5pm on 
Monday 30 November 2009. Late or 
incomplete applications will not be 
accepted. 
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How would you revive your 
community? 
 
Tell us your idea and win up to 
$50,000 to make it happen in the 
ABC's Revive and Thrive Challenge. 
 
It could be a scheme to offer jobs or 
cheap rent to new residents; a new 
infrastructure project; or a program to 
attract migrants 

The Revive and Thrive Challenge is 
open to not-for-profit community groups 
in towns with less than 10,000 residents. 
 
It is a joint project between ABC Rural, 
ABC Sport and the Foundation for Rural 
and Regional Renewal. 
Across Australia, many rural and 
regional communities are battling to stay 
afloat. Cricket, netball and football clubs 
can't field teams, businesses are closing 
and schools are worrying about 
dwindling enrolments due to long-
running drought, declining incomes and 
lack of opportunity. 
 
But many communities are fighting back 
with their own ideas to keep and attract 
residents, and the ABC and the 
Foundation for Rural and Regional 
Renewal are here to help.  
 
Tell us in 500 words or less what makes 
your community special, what your plan 
is and what impact it might have, and 
you could be in the running for a 
$10,000 state prize, plus an additional 
$40,000 prize for the national winner. 
Entries must be made on behalf of a not-
for-profit community group for towns 
with a population of under 10,000 
people.  
 
Fill out an entry form online or 
download a PDF version, along with a 
photo that sums up your community.  
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/features/
reviveandthrive/ 
For inquiries, contact ABC Rural on 
(03) 9626 1894�G
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MARK YOUR DIARIES! 
“POGC” FESTIVAL— 

”BACK TO THE FUTURE” 
27th and 28th March 2010 

 
There will be garden tour on the 27th, with the festival 
happening on the 28th at the Penguin Organic Growing 
Centre. The festival will include plenty of great 
activities for both adults and especially for children, 
lots of stalls and demonstrations for sustainable living. 
 
For further information, contact Prue Holling on 
64253871. 

DECEMBER 5TH, XMAS BBQ, 
NWEC AGM AND  

POGC WORKING BEE 
 

Join us at 10am for a short working bee, a 
BYO BBQ (also bring a chair), and the 
Annual General Meeting of the 
Environment Centre. We welcome anyone 
and everyone to come and 
celebrate the end of 
another busy year, and 
hear about (and contribute 
to!) some of the plans for 
the New Year! 

Transition Towns, Transition Initiatives, and Trans ition Culture 

These are terms we will all be hearing a lot more of in the near future. The following is edited from a website 
of Rob Hopkins, author of “The Transition Handbook: Creating local sustainable communities beyond oil 
dependency” (http://transitionculture.org/essential-info/why-transition-culture/) which indicates both the 
huge challenges and the huge opportunities we are all facing…. 

We live at a fascinating point in history. The convergence of challenges, most particularly global 
warming and peak oil, have brought us to a point where we are profoundly challenged to act. We are 
surrounded by what poet Gary Snyder, in his classic poem For the Children called “The rising hills, 
the slopes, of statistics” and by individuals telling us that this means the end, that we have gone too 
far, that it is inevitable that life as we know it will collapse catastrophically and very soon. 

Yet, at the same time, something very powerful is stirring and is taking root the world over. People 
are choosing life and are manifesting that in their lives and their communities. People are starting to 
see peak oil as the Great Opportunity, the chance to build the world they always dreamt of.  

The scale of the challenge is huge, and the obstacles are plenty, but there is an emerging energy to 
succeed, a sense of quickening and an exhilaration in talking and listening to each other once again, 
to visioning what we want and then rolling up our sleeves and starting to co-create it. This is not a 
denial of the scale of the challenges we face, rather a practical and instinctual response to it. In towns 
and cities all over the world people are asking each other “what can we do about this?”. 

What is fascinating is the emerging culture that underpins this work. We are communities, a society, 
a world in transition, and to do that we need a culture of 
transition, but also the tools for manifesting it. The term 
‘transition culture’ originated with Louise Rooney who 
formulated the term ‘Transition Design’ to best describe 
the work she and Catherine Dunne have undertaken in 
trying to drive the Kinsale Energy Descent Action Plan 
forward (picture to the right shows, left to right, Louise 
Rooney, Catherine Dunne and myself). This idea moves 
beyond ‘environmental’, ’sustainable’, ‘eco’ this or that. 
This is about transition to where we want to get to, how do 
we do it and what might it look like. 
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Membership Details:  

First Name:  …….…………….……..
…….... 

Surname:…………..
………………………… 

Address:
………………………………………………
…………………………………………
P’code: …............... 

Date:  ….. / ….. / … 

Email:………………………………………... 
 

Membership Type (please circle): 

Individual:         Waged  $10   

Unwaged $5 

Family:             Waged  $15   

Unwaged $10 

Other:               POA 

 

[   ]           I/we prefer member 
communications printed and 
posted at $5/year. 

[   ]        I/we also wish to donate: $.......... 

[   ]           I enclose a cheque/money order 
for membership fee, donation (if 
applies) & service fee (if 
applies), payable to:   

North-West Environment Centre  

PO Box 999, Burnie Tasmania 7320 

 
Please note: 
For schools, business, community 
organisations please provide a contact 
person. 
If you require a tax invoice, or wish to pay 
by electronic funds transfer please contact 
Carol Donaghey on 03 6445 1025 or email 
ricardo@bordernet.com.au 
Most member communications are sent by 
email. If you do not have an email 
address, posted communications are 
available for a small service fee of $5/
year. 
The NWEC Executive Committee 
reserves the right to refuse membership. 
 
Membership is renewed annually 

from 1 January. 
 

Those joining between October and 
December receive the following years 

membership inclusive 15 months 
membership. 

 
Contact Us:    
Ph:       03 6431 6561 
Email:   info@nwec.org.au or  
             coordinator@nwec.org.au 
Post:     PO Box 999 
             Burnie TAS 7320 
Web:     www.nwec.org.au 
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MAKE IT TO MARKET 
EVENTS 
12th NOVEMBER 
Workshop – Learn to Sell (Debra 
Templar) 
Gain top tips on presentation, signage 
and customer relations.  
10 – 12 University of Tasmania Cradle 
Coast Campus, Burnie. 2-4 Devonport 
Library 
17th NOVEMBER, 9.30-2.30 pm.  
Field Trip – Eastern End of the Region 
Meet the people who have already made 
it to market. Transport, lunch and 
childcare provided.  
19TH NOVEMBER Workshop – Quality 
Assurance & Branding (Jane Lovell 
TQA, Alison Duniam & Jackie 
Merchant) 
Find out all the labelling, health and 
safety requirements for local markets. 
Hear about how to make an eye catching 
label and have a go at designing your 
own, with some help from a design 
expert. 
10 – 3pm University of Tasmania Cradle 
Coast Campus. Lunch provided. 
28th NOVEMBER 
Farmers Market Christmas Fare –  
Wynyard Farmers Market 
Chef Nigel Squibb will be using produce 
from the market to whip up some simply 
delicious dishes. Local food expert and 
experienced preserver, Christianne Goss 
will be demonstrating techniques such as 
bottling, juicing and drying. 
5th DECEMBER Farmers Market 
Christmas Fare– Burnie Farmers Market 
Chef Nigel Squibb will be using produce 
from the market to whip up some simply 
delicious dishes. ABC food expert Sally 
Wise will be demonstrating preserving 
techniques such as bottling, juicing and 
drying. 
12th DECEMBER Farmers Market 
Christmas Fare– Wynyard Farmers 
Market 
Chef Nigel Squibb will be using produce 
from the market to whip up some simply 
delicious dishes. ABC food expert Sally 
Wise will be demonstrating preserving 
techniques such as bottling, juicing and 
drying. 
 
Contact for information and booking; Di 
Hollister 0418 538972 or 
di.hollister@bigpond.com�G


